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Parish Register 
 

Deaths 
 

23 July 2026   Charles Macpherson, Scone 
13 August 2026   James Davidson, Guildtown 
21 August 2026   Evelyn Cuthbertson, Scone 
1 September 2026  Jean Oliphant, Perth  
11 September 2026  Mary Christie, Balbeggie  
18 September 2026  William Pearson, Scone 
 

 

 

Church News 

Material for the next edition should be forwarded to the church office (tel 
553900; email sconeandstmartinschurch@gmail.com) or to the editor Moira 
Daly (moiradalyscone54@gmail.com) by Thursday 26 November 2026.  
Please send in any items you think will be of interest to the congregation.  
 

 
 

Church Office 
 

Opening hours:   Wednesday  9.30 am to 12 noon 
                                     Friday    4.30 pm to 6.00 pm 
 

Email and Phone only:       Monday   9.30 am to 12 noon 
                                         Friday    9.30 am to 11.00 am 
 

Address:   Balformo Road, Scone, PH2 6QX 
 

Contact:  01738 553900 or email  
  sconeandstmartinschurch@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 

If you know of anyone who requires a visit from the minister or an elder, 
please hand in the details at church on Sunday or to the church office. 

 
PRAYER CHAIN 

 

A Telephone Prayer Chain is available to support in prayer any person/s in 
the church or community, or their family or friends whether living here or 
elsewhere, particularly if urgent prayer is required for matters such as illness, 
operations or other problems. Phone requests to Lilian at 01738 553651 or, 
if she is unavailable, to Frances at 01738 552681. 
 

mailto:moiradalyscone54@gmail.com
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Dear Friends 
 

As I write you, I am looking forward to our Harvest Thanksgiving. The good 
old hymns of “Come ye thankful people, come, raise the Song of Harvest, 
and We plough the fields and scatter the good seed on the land”, give 
reminder of the values we should never neglect, and among these is 
thankfulness. To be able to embrace all life’s journey with thankfulness, is a 
gift indeed. There are times on life’s journey, in all honesty, we feel we could 
have done without, especially the suffering we have known close family 
members and friends go through, and yet we keep memory of the example 
they set through the ups and downs of life, even in times when pain was real, 
and how we give thanks for them and live to good memory and example. 
 

Do you recall the calling to God’s people who had known what it was to live 
in slavery in a foreign land, and to suffer? You might also recall the plagues 
that came their way and the call of Moses to rise early with his people and 
travel to freedom. Perhaps you recall the experiences they had, even their 
capacity to grumble and rail against God. Maybe you recall the manna and 
the water provided and the continuing onwards to the Promised Land. In the 
Book of Deuteronomy, chapter 26, we read these words: 
 

When you have entered the land the Lord your God is giving you as an 
inheritance and have taken possession of it and settled in it, 2 take some of 
the first fruits of all that you produce from the soil of the land the Lord your 
God is giving you and put them in a basket. Then go to the place the Lord 
your God will choose as a dwelling for his Name 3 and say to the priest in 
office at the time, The Lord brought us to this place and gave us this land, a 
land flowing with milk and honey; 10 and now I bring the first fruits of the soil 
that you, Lord, have given me.” Place the basket before the Lord your God 
and bow down before him. 11 Then you and the Levites and the foreigners 
residing among you shall rejoice in all the good things the Lord your God has 
given to you and your household. 
 

May we remember to bring and to give to God our thanksgiving for all the 
blessings and bounty given us, even in the difficult and testing times, and 
may we give God thanks for our Liberator, Jesus Christ, who gave his life for 
us, and whom we celebrate in the Joy of the Resurrection Blessing: Christ 
is risen! He is risen, indeed! Alleluia! That the Spirit is alive in our world, I do 
not doubt, alive in today’s followers and disciples and not bound by any one 
of them! Let us be guided in our times by the Spirit of God, and without 
grumbles, get up and give witness to the One who Guides and Sustains us, 
and to Christ whose example we seek to follow. 
 

Now to return to these good old hymns I mentioned at the beginning of my 
letter. Come ye thankful people, Come, raise the song of harvest. All is safely 
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gathered in, e’er the winter storms begin. God our maker, does provide, for 
our wants to be supplied. Come to God’s own temple, Come, raise the song 
of Harvest! 
 

Whether or not you made the Harvest Service, it is never too late to Come. 
I have been happy to see folk return to church who told me at the Exhibition, 
“it’s many a year since I’ve been here but I was married in the 
Church”.  Please be assured, no roof will fall in, if you arrive, not of the Old 
Kirk or the New Church and not of Balbeggie or Guildtown halls! We would 
love to have you among us. 
 

It is super also to have new people join us who have moved into Scone and 
who have brought their interest and encouragement and giftedness with 
them. And, thank you to all the different age-groups who supported the 
Exhibition in numerous ways, from the little baby to the 90’s Club! Gold stars 
to the 90’s Club who turned out in force! The Exhibition brought visitors from 
the USA, Germany, France, Denmark, Belgium, Bulgaria, S Africa, New 
Zealand, Australia, China, Birmingham, Nottingham, London, Suffolk, 
Glasgow, Edinburgh, Falkirk, Perth, Pitlochry, Aberfeldy, Balbeggie, 
Guildtown, St Martins and Scone. And God bless all involved for the super 
exhibits, and those who welcomed, and what a lovely team was responsible 
for the setting up. Well done, everyone!  
 

Are there other happenings on the horizon? Indeed, there are! Watch out for 
information on the WEB and Facebook! 
 

In October, in Scone, we are in Scone New Church and will have upbeat 
services in the New Kirk for the middle of the Autumn Season. In October, I 
am having some holiday as well, and heading into the wilds of the north, so 
you will have a guest preacher that day. I will be back in plenty of time for 
October 25th when we celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion. The 
October holidays are over by then and it would be good to see a fine turnout! 
 

In November, we are in the Old Kirk when we have the Baptism on All Saints 
Day of Eden, Elsie’s sister and daughter of Katrina and Scott Harvey. The 
following Sunday is Remembrance Sunday when there will be a Service at 
the St Martins Memorial, followed by the Service in Scone at the usual time. 
The 29th is Advent Sunday the day we invite all who have lost loved ones 
during the past year to join us for the lighting of candles.  
 

On 6th December, in the New Church, we have opportunity to bring a gift for 
distribution at Christmas and we have a collection on retiral for Christian Aid 
on Mincemeat Pie Day. On the 6th, we will celebrate Night Kirk at 4pm, this 
service to take place in Scone Old Kirk, the first of our Nativity Services and 
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with the Sacrament of Baptism at which Esme Betsy’s little baby brother will 
be baptised, the new little baby of Louise and Gordon McLay. 
 

More detail on the December happenings in the next edition. I am aware that 
Glen Alexander, our theatre studies member, also has a Nativity in mind for 
December. So, there will be plenty of variety in worship over the Advent and 
Christmas seasons, including a Night of Favourite Carols. 
 

I have just seen my sister’s group who took a let of our halls on their bus run, 
leave again for Overtown. Aware that it is all too much for those who run the 
Hub and Fellowship lunches to cater for visitors, they brought their own food 
and drink, table covers and plates, coffee, tea, sugar and milk included, and 
enjoyed their let of the halls. Thank you to the ladies who gave them a such 
a warm welcome, and who joined them for refreshments, and their visit 
around the Church. Some from Overtown had been at the New Church for 
my Induction and recognised the pulpit fall from there on the lectern which 
we borrowed for the Exhibition but which we must return to the New Church 
for October. They also commented on the three candle sticks from St Martins 
Wood. And, they received a basic history and some stories which I was 
happy to give them. The Mansfield Pew and Stained Glass were of much 
interest too. It was a short visit but they enjoyed it and commented on the 
peace of the area and its beauty. They are not without beauty in their parish 
as some farmland and nurseries of the Clyde Valley are included along with 
the busy side of life around the Church, Halls, and Manse. 
 

Well, I am now looking forward to the services on Harvest Sunday in 
Guildtown and Scone but prior to that I must finish clearing the car which 
was nicely cleaned and polished for me by my sister, prior to its MOT on the 
Saturday before Harvest, i.e. tomorrow, on the day I write. After clearing the 
car, while the sun shines, it’s back to the desk to finish Sunday’s Reflection, 
and a short article for Destiny if it is not too late. 
 

God bless you and may you continue the vitamins in preparation for colder 
days. And, remember your prayers for your families and yourselves, the 
local, national, and international families, churches, communities, peoples of 
faith, and all called to influence and govern. May we never neglect to thank 
God and receive God’s continued guidance as we travel onwards. Let us: 
Plough the fields and scatter the good seed on the ground for it is fed and 
watered by God’s almighty hand. He sends the snow in winter, the warmth 
to swell the grain, the breezes and the sunshine, and soft refreshing rain.  All 
good gifts around us are sent from heaven above, so thank the Lord, O thank 
the Lord for all his Love! 
 

Maudeen 
Your Parish Minister: tel. 01738 551942. Email: rev.maudeen@gmail.com 
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Session Clerk’s Report 
 

We are still not much further forward with the review of the Presbytery 
Mission Plan but I would hope that we should hear shortly from the General 
Trustees. The Presbytery has appointed a new Presbytery Mission Plan 
Implementation officer, and he has been in touch with me. A meeting will be 
organised with him so that we can get the halls situation worked out as soon 
as possible. He was able to come out to the exhibition of the church’s work 
and appeared to be suitably impressed. 
 

The exhibition itself showed the work of the church and there were over 170 
visitors during the week, from near and far, and thanks to all those who 
contributed to the event and to those who popped in to have a look. 
 

Mike Moir 
 

Invitation to Holy Communion 
 

Jesus said “I am the bread of life: he who comes to me shall not hunger and 
he who believes in me shall never thirst; he who comes to me I will not cast 
out.  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness: for they 
shall be satisfied.” 
 

 

The Minister and Kirk Session  
invite you to celebrate the  

Sacrament of Holy Communion on:  
 

Sunday 25 October 2026 
 

Guildtown Hall at 9.30 am 
Scone New Church at 10.45 am 

                                            Balformo Hall at 2.30 pm 

 
 

Please note that the elements of non-alcoholic wine and gluten-free bread 
will be provided at the Communion Services.   
 

Sheltered Communion 
 

There will be a short informal service in Balformo Hall on Sunday 25 October 
at 2.30 pm with the sacrament of sharing bread and wine.  This is open to 
all but primarily planned for folk less able to join the main service.  Transport 
is available if needed, please phone me on 01738 551560 or Helen Moir on 
01738 551549.  There will be afternoon tea after the service.  Please alert 
anyone who might enjoy the opportunity for worship and fellowship. 
 

Margaret McMillan  
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The first meeting of the Guild was on 8 September 2026 when we had an 
interesting talk from Sandra Pairman from CHAS.  Our Dedication Service 
was on 13 September 2026.  The meeting on 22 September 2026 was a talk 
from Caro Wilson about a charity she actively supports called Open Arms 
Malawi.   
 

Our next meeting on 13 October 2026 is about the benefits of exercise and 
everyone is invited to attend at 2.30 pm in the large hall at Burnside.  
 

Our meetings for the rest of the year: 
 

27 October 2026 at 7.30 pm - Garden Design with Laura McKie 
10 November 2026 at 2.30 pm - Blythswood with Paul Algeo 
24 November 2026 at 7.30 pm - Reminiscence Evening celebrating 125 
years of the Guild in Scone.  Please look out your old photographs and come 
along and share your memories.  
 

Our first fund raiser of the year is a Soup and Pudding lunch on 
22 November 2026 after morning worship at Burnside.  The money raised 
goes to support Guild Projects and, of course, to our own church. 
 

Our year finishes with our Christmas Lunch at Brown and Black's on 
8 December 2026. 
 

Marian Forgan, 07957641217 and Moira Daly, 07802422652  
 
 

 

 

Gift Service  
 

6 December 2026 
  

We are collecting Christmas gifts to take to the Salvation Army. If the gift is 
wrapped please put a tag on with details of suitable recipients eg teenage 
boy.  Gifts for children and adults are welcomed and gifts should be 
new.  We will take the gifts to the Salvation Army to meet their Christmas gift 
deadline.  We had an excellent response last year and look forward to your 
continued generosity this year. 
 

Marian Forgan and Moira Daly 
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Pastoral Care 
 

Autumn is here, harvest a reminder of nature’s bounty and God’s goodness 
as crops are stored and fruits ripen for jams and crumbles.   
 

 

 

We have at last a date for the Movie 
Lunch. It is Thursday 22 October and the 
film is Funny Girl starring Barbara 
Streisand – cost £5. Put the date in your 
diary, ask a friend along and register 
your intention to attend – 551560, 
07393851332 or 07715088237. 
 

The last movie of the year will be on 
26 November – a Christmas theme at 
12 noon. 
 

 

September has been a busy month.  The Fellowship Lunch outing was much 
enjoyed by all travellers on Docherty Midlands comfy bus to Brechin Castle 
Centre.  The day was dry and company and retail therapy good. 
 

As always the Church Harvest Thanksgiving 
celebration was enjoyable with its colours and 
scents of the season and thanks to all who 
contributed to this display.  £186 and a load of 
groceries etc were collected for the Foodbank. 
Thanks to all who donated.  In future years we 
may have the benefit of fruit from the Glebe 
Field Orchard.  
 

 

 

25 October is Communion Sunday with traditional services in the morning 
and a shorter, more informal service in the afternoon.  Please see separate 
article on page 6.   
 

Fellowship Lunch 
 

 

Lunch dates at Burnside Hall at 12.30 pm – 
cost £5 are: 
 

5 November 

Christmas Lunch on 3 December  
8 January 
 

All welcome.  If you require transport please 
contact Margaret McMillan or Helen Moir.  
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I hope you were able to enjoy the Exhibition of Church Life which was held 
in Scone Old in September and may feel inspired to share in some of the 
activities on offer. 
 

I missed is it all, being on holiday enjoying the beauty first of Pitlochry and 
then on lovely Seil Island south of Oban.  I came across these few words 
which I think are worth sharing – “Lord, let us see the world differently 
because we travel with you”. 
 

Margaret McMillan, Pastoral Care Committee, 01738 551560/07393851332 
 
 
 
 

BLYTHSWOOD SHOEBOX APPEAL 

 

 
 

The Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal for 2026 is well under way.  The filled 
shoeboxes from the Perth region are being sent to Ukraine again this 
year.  Shipping to Ukraine is more costly and a lot stricter than other shoebox 
destinations.  As a result we can only take filled shoeboxes to the collection 
centre.  As with last year, the folks in Ukraine have advised us that they do 
not need baby boxes.  For the last few years they have been short of boxes 
for teens, boys and men but are more than happy to accept shoeboxes for 
any group.   
 

They are also happy to take monetary donations.  The last day we can 
accept filled shoeboxes or money is 25 October 2026.  Thank you for your 
continued support. 
 

Marian Forgan and Moira Daly 
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Social and Fund Raising 
 

Thank you to all who came along and made the Summer Fair a big success. 
Once again we had such a lovely day which helped us raise £3,105 for 
Church Funds.  The winning ducks from the Duck Race were no 235 Carol 
Taylor and no 227 Elspeth Foster. 
 

The next Fund Raising events are: 
 

COFFEE MORNING - Saturday 10th October 2026, Burnside Halls, 10am 
to 12noon.  Again I'm requesting baking for Cake and Candy Stall and also 
for teas. Prizes are also required for the Prize Draw. There will also be 
Jewellery and Book Stalls. Tickets priced £4 are now on sale from any 
member of my committee. Any assistance of help would be gratefully 
received. 
 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE - Saturday 14th November 2026, Balformo 
Halls 2-4pm, dancing to the beautiful music of local musician Jim Lindsay. 
Tickets £4 which includes tea/coffee and eats. If you don't dance you can 
still come along and listen to the music. 
 

FASHION SHOW - Sunday 15th November 2026, Burnside Halls 2.30 pm. 
She of Scone have kindly offered to run a Fashion Show for Funds for our 
church. Tickets are on sale priced at £10 and will include Tea/Coffee and 
refreshments.  ENTRY WILL BE BY TICKET ONLY. This is an exciting new 
Fund Raiser for the Committee so please help us to make it a big success. 
Again I would appreciate if anyone can supply a tray bake and also prizes 
for a Prize Draw. 
 

Please contact me or a member of my committee with names of people 
wishing to help in any way, at any of these events. Thank You. 
 

Anne Lamond, Social & Fund Raising Convener. Tel 07711394452 
 
 

 

Knit and Chat 
 

Next meetings for Knit and Chat are 4 November 
and 2 December in the small hall at Balformo Road 
from 10.30 am – 12 noon.  Everybody welcome to 
come and chat – cuppa and biscuits.   

 

We are busy knitting snoods and balaclavas. 
 

Ann Gellatly, 07715088237 
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Christian Aid News 

 
 
 

THE ANNUAL CHRISTIAN AID QUIZ raised £620. A very enjoyable night 
was had by all. Look out next year for the quiz date, usually around beginning 
of September and come and join in. A great way to raise much needed funds 
for Christian Aid. 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  Yes it is coming up to that time of year again. 
Christmas is just around the corner and this is the last newsletter before the 
December/January one. 
 

SUNDAY 6 DECEMBER – Come and join us in the hall after the service for 
mince pies and shortbread with your tea and coffee.  There will be a chance 
to donate to Christian Aid’s Christmas appeal at this. If you are unable to 
wait after the service, a bucket will be available at the gate should you wish 
to contribute. 
 

SATURDAY 12 DECEMBER – Come and get your celebrations off to a great 
start by joining the Christian Aid representatives at Dobbies Garden Centre, 
Crieff Road, Perth to join in with CAROL SINGING. We will be singing from 
11 am until 11 45 am and from 12 noon until 12.45 pm. Come for as long, or 
short, a time as you are able. Carol sheets are provided and everyone is 
welcome who likes to sing. If you like to harmonise, most of the carols can 
be found in CH4. Anyone who prefers not to sing, but would like to help, 
would be very welcome as bucket holders are needed as well. Again this 
year we are very fortunate to have Margaret Breckenridge to play the key 
board for us. 
 

A great way to get the message of Christmas out and to raise much needed 
funds for the poorest of the poor in our world and to help those recovering 
from natural disasters. 
 

For further information about these or about Christian Aid in general, please 
contact: 
 

Peggy Lamond (01738 553582)  
Scone and St. Martins Christian Aid Representative. 
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The Sunday Club have had fun learning about Joseph and his amazing coat 
of many colours. We’ve had fun painting, making crafts and playing games. 
Throughout October and November we will be looking at some well known 
children’s stories in the Bible including Daniel in the Lions Den as well as 
thinking forward to advent and some fundraising ideas. 
 

The Sunday Club will take a break during the October holidays on Sunday 
18th and 25th returning on Sunday 1st November. 
 

Our Sunday Club is small and we would love to see some new faces. More 
kids means more fun so please do spread the word. The more the merrier. 
 

Laura Oxburgh  
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The Guild 
 

Soup & Pudding Lunch 
 

Sunday 22 November  
at 12 noon  

Burnside Hall 
 

Tickets - £5.00 
 

All welcome to our 
fundraising event 

 

 

  



14 
 
 
 
 

Duck Race 2026 

 
 

The unenviable conditions for the duck race had invaded the mind of the 
organisers for some time prior to the race. What could be done to ensure a 
race that would be remembered, with the water level so low and no sign of 
rain in the forecast. The water had been cleared of an amalgam of detritus, 
with the usual branches, twigs, stones, nettles, overhanging weeds making 
the course difficult. 
 

The day dawned, of course, bright and sunny and with some despair, the 
race organiser decided to take two of the ducks on a preliminary course 
inspection to see how they would manage the course. These two stalwart 
ducks made it to the end without too much difficulty, but it took little 
imagination to see how different it would be with 250 other ducks vying for a 
place in the race history book. 
 

There was obvious interest from duck sponsors as all the ducks had been 
sold by 2.20 on the day of the race – an unheard-of response. Come 3.00pm, 
it was time for the off, and with little delay all the ducks were in line, with 
complaints being squawked about lack of water and too much jostling for 
space. However, it soon became apparent that a breakaway group had 
established the correct line to take to ensure that the calmer areas of water 
were missed, and now there was a rush to follow the line. This meant that 
the open water space became even more crowded and a great deal of 
underbeak pecking went on and who knows what was happening below the 
water line. Then came the greatest challenge of the race – the dreaded 
“doldrums” – where the water slows almost to nothing and the ducks 
challenging for the lead had to take the middle course just to keep moving. 
Several opted for the wrong course and were soon stranded with more 
raging against the lack of water – some ducks were even seen trying to fly 
the course, which meant immediate disqualification. 
 

The unfortunate race organiser now had to step in from behind the bulk of 
the ducks who had by this time, lost any hope of victory and he was seen 
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pushing the ducks, in a none too friendly manner, with a large brush, 
attempting to ensure that all the entrants at least finished the course. 
Meanwhile at the head of the race, two ducks had spearheaded their way to 
the top and were now engaged in a life or death battle to ensure victory. First 
one, then the other passed on another until with a final surge, which left his 
rival with beak down, number 235 made it to the victory line. 
 

Unfortunately, meanwhile, there was a tremendous pile up in the “doldrums”, 
with ducks using any and all methods to try to get past this area of the 
course, but with the course organiser following with his large wide brush, 
panic set in and the ducks were soon paddling with all their might to avoid 
this humiliation. Eventually, all ducks were recorded as having finished, even 
if quite a few were complaining about losing feathers in their nether regions 
due to the shallowness of the water and the general lack of information about 
the quality of the course prior to the race. The moans were brushed aside 
by the organiser, even if he had to admit that this was the slowest race in the 
history of the event.  
 

Next year rain guaranteed. 
 

Race Organiser 
 

 

 

 

The Hub - Community Café 
 

We look forward to seeing you at the Hub 
at Balformo Road Hall on Wednesdays 
from 10 am - 12 noon for tea/coffee, home 
baking and good company – only £3 and 
everyone welcome.   
 

Ann Gellatly, 07715088237 
 

 
 

Makaton 
 

Would you like to learn some sign language? 
 

There is a Makaton one day workshop to be held on Saturday 17 October 
from 9.30 am to 4 pm in the Burnside Hall. 
 

Please bring your own lunch but tea and coffee will be provided. 
 

For more details and to book a place please contact Linda Massie on 
07500847477. 
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HAPHAZARD BY STARLIGHT 
 

A few years ago, Ewen Gilchrist led a series of meetings in Scone & St 
Martins, exploring the wonderful and mysterious season of Advent through 
a selection of poems – “Haphazard by Starlight.” You could call it a Bible 
study without Scripture! 
 

The heart of our Christmas message is Incarnation – Emmanuel: God With 
Us! – and it was fascinating to unpack this glorious message not through the 
familiar Christmas scriptures but through different poems, by authors famous 
and relatively unknown. 
 

Ewen’s doing a similar sort of thing with the congregations of Cargill 
Burrelton and Collace this December, on Tuesday evenings.  
 

If anyone would like to come along, you would be very welcome. Just 
contact Ewen on 077 477 46418 or ewengilchrist262@outlook.com. Or 
speak to his wife, Joan.  
 

Ewen Gilchrist 
 

Thank You 
 

I would like to thank everyone for their kindness, for the beautiful flowers, 
cards, gifts and their warmest wishes on my latest birthday.  It made it a very 
special day and I had such a lovely time.  My heartfelt thanks to everyone. 
 

Margaret Petrie       
 

  



17 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Children’s Story – A Starry Night 
 

Margaret and John were little children. One dark night, Daddy said, "Let's go 
for a walk in the dark. We will see the moon and the stars". They wrapped 
up well in warm coats, gloves and scarves because it was very cold. 
 

"Daddy", said Margaret, "How many stars are there?" "Daddy", asked John, 
"How big is that very bright star over there?". "Oh dear!", replied Daddy, "I 
don't know the answer to all these questions". 
 

"Daddy", asked John, "Who made the stars?" "and the moon", added 
Margaret. "God made them", answered Daddy. 
 

"What is God like?", asked the children. "Ah now!", said Daddy, "I can tell 
you that. God is like Jesus. God sent Jesus to show us and tell us what he 
is like. God is everything Jesus is". 
 

Now that is very good news! God is kind and loving and always gnerous - 
that is what God is like, because that is what Jesus was! 
 

Always remember and never forget - GOD IS LIKE JESUS! 
 
 
 

 

Children’s Prayer  
 

Dear God, Thank you for the changing seasons, and 
the pleasure they give us. At Autumn time we can see 
the leaves turn to red, brown and gold. We can also 
see the animals busy at Autumn time, gathering winter 
supplies of food and nest materials. Thank you Father 
for such interesting creatures that give us so much 
pleasure. 
 

(The leaves fall and form a rustling carpet under the trees, then they 
gradually decay into the soil, adding goodness to it which helps to support 
the life of the tree they came from. Mushrooms and other fungi can be seen 
growing up from under the fallen leaves. Squirrels can also be seen busily 
collecting nuts for their store, and the birds feed on the ripening berries from 
the bushes). 
 

Anne Lamond 
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It has been an encouraging start to the new session.  We now have 11 on 
the roll in the Company/Seniors with 4 lads having moved up from the 
Juniors.  The Juniors/Anchors have recruited 4 new members.  Still plenty 
of room for more! 
 

On the last meeting in September we were very pleased to present Archie 
Methven with his President's Badge, the second highest badge award in the 
BB.  He will now go on to work for his King's Badge.  This is the top badge 
award in the BB and we now have 5 of our lads working to attain it. The 
King's Badge followed on from the Queen's Badge just over two years ago 
and so far in the Perth and District Battalion only one lad has attained it - our 
Ben Wylie. 
 

On the same night Daniel Wylie was presented with the McMillan Memorial 
Award which he won last session but he was away out of Scotland on the 
awards night. 
 

Eoin Robertson, one of our seniors, has set up a new company Facebook 
page and is working to keep it up to date. The Facebook page is titled: 1st 
Scone Boys’ Brigade. 
 

Six of the Company/Seniors took part in the annual Battalion charity fun run 
at the beginning of September and collectively have raised £700.  This will 
be donated to the charity Young Minds, which works with youngsters having 
mental health problems.  This is the national charity which the BB is 
sponsoring this session.  The lads have done well with the last three runs 
have aggregated £2600 for charities.  A great effort. 
 

Unfortunately we were not able to raise a team to take part in the Battalion 
quiz at the end of September.  This brings to an end to our dominance in this 
event where we had won four out of the last five such events. 
 

On a sad note our young officer, David Rose has stood down due to work 
and health issues.  We are very grateful to him for the work he has done 
over the past few years. 
 

We had another of our "cooking" evenings recently where the lads had "fun" 
making a cheesecake.  Some interesting concoctions were created. 
 

We have a break in October during the school holidays and return for an 
active time up to Christmas. 
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Unfortunately there will be no bonfire/fireworks night again this year. The 
cost of public liability insurance is just too much to bear. 
 

During December we will be doing our usual Christmas card delivery service 
this year in conjunction with the Rainbows who meet in the Balformo Road 
Halls.   
 
 

 
Our annual coffee morning is on 5 December at 
Burnside Hall from 10.00 am to 12 noon to which 
all are most welcome. 
 
 
 
 

 

Iain Lamond 
 

Stewardship 
 

I notice the treasurer is bringing the income of the Church to our attention. It 
would be lovely if all the membership rallied and met the target we must 
reach if full-time ministry is ever to be considered, i.e. £63,000 to Giving to 
Grow. Do I lap all this up? No. Like all members I give too and claim no 
expenses. The target, the Treasurer has brought to our attention is 
absolutely necessary if Scone and St Martins is to attempt to justify more 
than 0.5 in ministry, and seek to keep the halls. 
 

In Love and Blessing to your future, 
Maudeen 
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Scone & St Martins Parish Church Finances 
Receipts for 6 months ended 31 August 2026  

(excluding Guild and Clubs) 
   

UNRESTRICTED FUNDS 
RECEIPTS 

  2026 
  £ 

2025 
 £ 

Offerings 
Appeals  
Legacy 
Tax recovered on Gift Aid 
Donations 
Weddings and funerals 
Contributions from congregational organisations 
Hall Lets 
Fundraising events (net income) 
Other income 
 
Total Receipts 
 

35,466 
            850 
         1962 

7,857 
3,335 
2,006 

800 
10,120 
6,040 
1,981 

 
70,417 

38,171 
415 

0 
7,253 
3,077 
1,646 
1,580 

11,299 
6,463 
2,975 

 
72,879 

 
Notes:  
 

• Offerings are now down on last year by 7%, due mainly to deaths in the 

congregation. So some improvement in the summer months which we 

can hopefully keep going. We will be aiming to make a further Appeal in 

the final quarter. 

• The legacy of £1,962 is from the balance from the late Graham Watson’s 

estate. 

• The tax recovery includes the first two quarters of 2026. 

• Donations include £500 from the Boys Brigade, £370 from Guides 

groups, £700 from teas and coffees, and in August £1,500 from 

Fellowship Lunches. Last year included £1,162 from the Ashton 

McKenzie Trust in respect of a previous year. 

• The contributions from congregational organisations are from the 

Badminton Club (£300), Country Dance Club (£400), and Knit & Chat 

(£100).  

• Fundraising includes the Quiz (£290), Movie Lunches (£358), Country 

Dance (£228), Coffee Morning (£838) and Bingo Tea (£1,250). In August, 

£3,075 was added from the Summer Fair (with some more to come). 

• Other Income is from interest and dividends. Last year’s included £405 

from the sale of St Martins Church furniture. 
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• Our total payments for the first 8 months are slightly less than last year, 

overall. A significant increase (8% has been incurred in our Giving to 

Grow contribution but maintenance costs and insurance are down. 

• For the first 8 months of 2026, we incurred a deficit of £20,088 (2025: 

£17,921). We expect the result to show improvement in the second half-

year, but it is likely that we will end with a deficit for the year. 

Robin Walker, Treasurer 
 

 

 
 
 

Prisoners 

www.scottishbiblesociety.org/stories 
 

In some prisons in Bahrain and Kuwait, inmates can choose to receive a 
Bible from the Bible Society in the Gulf. Prisoners there come from diverse 
backgrounds reflecting the 150 different nationalities and cultures present in 
the region. Many individuals from developing countries are attracted to the 
Gulf due to job opportunities and the promise of a better life. Unfortunately, 
the reality is often quite different. They usually face poor working conditions, 
overcrowded accommodation and abusive employers, and many migrant 
workers find themselves struggling and isolated in increasingly desperate 
situations. Sadly, some resort to breaking the law, resulting in a custodial 
sentence.  Prison was always a place I thought of as punishment—
somewhere criminals went to be forgotten. But after visiting and meeting the 
inmates, I realised they are people with stories, regrets, and hopes. Seeing 
their heartfelt remorse and even their resilience in the face of false 
accusations showed me our shared humanity. 
 

Over the years, I’ve seen the power of the Bible in these places. Many 
inmates find solace in God’s Word, and some take their Bibles with them 
when they’re released, a tangible reminder of the hope they found in prison. 
Others leave their Bibles behind, hoping they will offer the same hope to the 
next person who occupies their cell. It’s a beautiful cycle of renewal.  The 
Bibles have helped some prisoners to know Christ as their personal Saviour 
and others have grown in their relationship with Him. In many cases, the 
volunteers say they’ve witnessed sentences being reduced and even royal 
pardons granted due to the positive behavioural changes in inmates. 
 

Do you know the well know proverb: -Where there is a will there is a way 
is based on Proverbs 17 v 23.  Have a look and see if I am right or wrong. 
 

Frances Moir 

http://www.scottishbiblesociety.org/stories
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PARISH DIARY 
 
 

Oct 7 10 am - 12 noon Hub Community Café Balformo Hall 

10 10 am - 12 noon Coffee Morning Burnside Hall 

11 9.30 am 
10.45 am 

Morning Worship  
Morning Worship   

Balbeggie Hall 
Scone New 

13 2.30 pm The Guild Burnside Hall 

14 10 am - 12 noon Hub Community Café Balformo Hall  

17 9.30 am - 4 pm Makaton Workshop Burnside Hall  

18 10.45 am Morning Worship  Scone New 

21 10 am - 12 noon Hub Community Café Balformo Hall 

22 12 noon Film Show  Burnside Hall 

25 9.30 am 
10.45 am 
2.30 pm 

Morning Worship - Communion 
Morning Worship - Communion  
Sheltered Communion  

Guildtown Hall 
Scone New 
Balformo Hall 

27 7.30 pm The Guild Burnside Hall 

28 10 am - 12 noon Hub Community Café Balformo Hall 

Nov 1 10.45 am Morning Worship - Baptism Scone Old 

4 10 am - 12 noon Hub Community Café Balformo Hall 

 10.30 am Knit n Chat Balformo Hall 

5 12.30 pm Fellowship Lunch  Burnside Hall 

8  
9.30 am 
 
10.45 am 

Remembrance Sunday 
Morning Worship 
 
Morning Worship 

 
St Martins War 
Memorial  
Scone Old 

10 2.30 pm The Guild Burnside Hall 

11 10 am - 12 noon Hub Community Café Balformo Hall 

14 2.00 pm Scottish Country Dance Balformo Hall 

15 10.45 am Morning Worship  Scone Old 

 2.30 pm Fashion Show Burnside Hall  

18 10 am - 12 noon Hub Community Café Balformo Hall 

22 9.30 am 
10.45 am 

Morning Worship  
Morning Worship    

Guildtown Hall 
Scone Old 

 12 noon The Guild Soup & Pudding Lunch Burnside Hall 

24 7.30 pm The Guild Burnside Hall 

25 10 am - 12 noon Hub Community Café Balformo Hall 

26 12 noon Movie Lunch  Burnside Hall 

29 10.45 am Morning Worship  Scone Old 

Dec 2 10 am - 12 noon Hub Community Café Balformo Hall 

 10.30 am Knit n Chat Balformo Hall 

 3 12.30 pm Fellowship Lunch Burnside Hall 

5 10 am – 12 noon Boys Brigade Coffee Morning Burnside Hall 

6 10.45 am 
 
4.00 pm 

Morning Worship  
Gift Service/Mince Pie Sunday 
Night Kirk - Baptism 

Scone New 
 
Scone Old 
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Scone Rotas 
 Welcoming Party Reader Beadle 

Oct 11 Margeret & Hamish Breckenridge 

Margaret Nicol  

Hamish Breckenridge Ross Merson 

18 Moira Daly, Linda Massie 

Anne Lamond 

Anne Lamond Gordon Pirie 

25 Peggy Lamond, Marian Forgan 

Margaret McMillan 

Margaret McMillan  Robin Walker 

Nov 1 Frances Moir, Mike Moir 

Marian Forgan  

Frances Moir Ross Merson 

8 Ross Merson, Linda Thomson 

Robin Walker 

Ross Merson Mike Moir 

15 Rosealene West, Noreen Hunter 

Hamish Breckenridge   

Hamish Breckenridge Bob Murray 

22 Anne Lamond, Peggy Lamond 

Linda Massie 

Anne Lamond Paul Stewart 

29 Kate Carswell, Margaret Nicol 

Marian Forgan 

Marian Forgan Hamish 

Breckenridge 

Dec 6   Margaret McMiIlan, Ross Merson 

Frances Moir  

Frances Moir Mike Moir 

 

Teas 
 Tea Duty Milk and Money 

Oct 11 Val Grossart, Christine Townend, Kate Carswell Val Grossart 

18 Kate Carswell, Linda Thomson, Rosealene West Joan Gilchrist 

25 Noreen Hunter, Barbara Murray, Moira Daly Noreen Hunter 

Nov 1 Margaret & Hamish Breckenridge, Moira Daly Margaret Breckenridge 

8 Margaret Ewen, Rae Farrow, Marian Forgan  Margaret Ewan 

15 Joan Gilchrist, Aileen Hamilton, Marian Forgan Joan Gilchrist 

22 Guild Soup & Pudding Lunch 

29 Peggy Lamond, Joan Gilchrist, Anne Lamond Peggy Lamond 

Dec 6   Cona Beatson, Viv Croll, Daphne Forbes Cona Beatson 
 
 

Flowers 
 Donating Delivering 

Oct 11 Moira Ramsay Rae Farrow 

18 Ron & Dorothy Morrison Moira Daly 

25 Marian Forgan Caroline Haddow 

Nov 1 Jenny Watson Peggy Lamond 

8 Elspeth Bell Helen Lowe 

15 Anne Duff Margaret McMillan 

22 Vacant Helen Moir 

29 Vacant Margaret Breckenridge  

Dec 6   Moira Daly Kate Carswell 
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CONTACT DETAILS 

 

Minister Rev Maudeen MacDougall 
Tel 01738 551942 
Email: Maudeen.Macdougall@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Session Clerk Mike Moir 
Tel 01738 551549 
Email: mikemoir@blueyonder.co.uk 

 

Rollkeeper Kate Carswell 
Tel 01738 551174 
Email: katecarswell@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Editor Church News Moira Daly 
Tel 01738 552773 
Email: moiradalyscone54@gmail.com 

 

 
 

CONVENERS 
 

Communications   

Finance Douglas Calderwood  01738 553399 

Pastoral Care  Margaret McMillan 01738 551560 

Property Mike Moir 01738 551549 

Safeguarding Marian Forgan 07957641217 

Social & Fundraising  Anne Lamond 07715088237 
 
 

USEFUL CONTACTS 
 

Boys’ Brigade Iain Lamond 01738 553582 

Christian Aid Peggy Lamond 01738 553582 

Church Flowers Margaret McMillan 01738 551560 

Church Office Roksolana Clark 01738 553900 

Fellowship Lunch  Margaret McMillan 01738 551560 

Free Will Offering 
Envelopes/Gift Aid 

Margaret Nicol 01738 552232 

Guild Helen Moir 01738 551549 

Hub Ann Gellatly 07715088237 

Knit n Chat Ann Gellatly 07715088237 

PACT Hamish Breckenridge 07913066603 

Sunday Club Laura Oxburgh 07789014142 

Treasurer Robin Walker 01738 551936 
 
 

Scottish Charity No SC007094 
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